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Dillon Connelly (he/they), Education Specialist, Space Science Institute

Darlene Cavalier (she/her), Founder, SciStarter 
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Agenda

● Introduction and Icebreaker
● Introduction to the SEAL Project
● Step-By-Step Daytime Star Party

○ Learn and share the basics of citizen science
○ Choose citizen science projects for your audience
○ Plan an event/program
○ Register your event with SciStarter
○ Promote your event

● Q&A



Icebreaker

Citizen science is a great way to connect 
your community with big ideas about how 
the world around us. What are some ways 
you’ve connected your community to big 
ideas at your library?



The SEAL Project
•  Free eclipse glasses for libraries (up to 2000 per 

application)

•  In-person trainings in all 50 states and 4 territories 

•  Recorded training videos and virtual workshops

•  Circulating kits in state libraries with solar 
telescopes, books, and activities

•  Access to scientists, volunteers, eclipse subject 
matter experts, and other librarians through the 
STAR Net online community 



Getting Started

• SEAL resources blog

• Register for glasses

• Newsletter

• FAQ webinar

• Getting Started with SEAL webinar

• Monthly (May through August)



Learning the Basics of Citizen Science



What is Citizen Science?

A global movement that 
enables people from all 

walks of life to collaborate 
with scientists by 

participating in real scientific 
research.

It’s how people can make an 
impact on issues they care 

about! 

Learn the Basics

Foundations of Citizen Science Tutorial
Learn the basics of citizen science, 
participate in simple and fun projects, 
and discover how to make the most of 
SciStarter in this self-guided, free 
training module. Earn a badge!

SciStarter.org/training



Choosing a Citizen Science Project



SciStarter.org 
Project Finder helps 
you filter searches 
among thousands of 
projects and events. 

SciStarter.org/eclipse helps you find 
eclipse-related citizen science projects to 
do before, during and after the eclipse and 
across the U.S.   



Planning Your Event



Planning an Event
Claire



Projects before and after the eclipse

● Globe at Night: Measure the sky’s brightness

● Solar Jet Hunter

● Ham Radio Science Citizen Investigation



Projects before and after the eclipse (SciStarter.org/eclipse)
Aurorasaurus: Submit sightings and classify relevant tweets about auroras.
Citizen CATE: Make observations of the inner and middle solar corona.
Citizen Weather Observer Program: Contribute your weather data and check the data quality of others.
Do-It-Yourself Relativity Test: Measure the gravitational deflection of starlight.
Eclipse Ballooning Project: Students will conduct high-altitude balloon flights.
Eclipse Megamovie: Share photos you take of the sun during the eclipses so scientists can stitch them 
together to create an expanded view of the Sun’s atmosphere.
Eclipse Soundscapes: Observe, share and analyze sound data.
Globe at Night: Measure the night sky brightness.
GLOBE Observer: Eclipse: Observe clouds and make air temperature measurements.
HamSCI: Are you a Ham radio operator? Help us better understand Earth’s ionosphere.
iNaturalist: Take photos of biodiversity and upload to iNaturalist.
ISeeChange: Share reports of changes in your local environment.
Solar Active Region Spotter: Identify active regions of the sun, online.
Solar Jet Hunter: Join the hunt for solar jets — enigmatic bursts of energy from the Sun.
The Sungrazer Project: Find comets in our solar system, online.



Projects during 
the eclipse 

● iNaturalist
● GLOBE Observer: 

Eclipse
● Eclipse Soundscapes



Prep for your event

● Do you have all of the tech equipment you 
need?

● Download apps ahead of time 



Invite speakers

NASA’s Night Sky Network

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/ 

NASA’s Solar System Ambassadors

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/solar-system-ambassadors/events/   

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/solar-system-ambassadors/events/


Solar Eclipse Activities for Libraries (SEAL) Group on the 
STAR Net Online Community



Finding Activities















✔ Tweens



✔ Tweens
✔ One hour



✔ Tweens
✔ One hour
✔ Easy



✔ Tweens
✔ One hour
✔ Easy
✔ Instructions in 

Spanish















Registering Your Event



Registering Your Event

https://SciStarter.org/add-event

http://scistarter.org/add-event


Promoting Your Event



Promoting Your Event

● SciStarter free resources (social media assets, images, etc)
○ https://scistarter.org/library-promotional-resources 

● SEAL Logos and Graphics blog post
○ https://community.starnetlibraries.org/graphics-flyers

-and-illustrations-for-the-seal-project/

http://scistarter.org/library-promotional-resources
https://community.starnetlibraries.org/graphics-flyers-and-illustrations-for-the-seal-project/
https://community.starnetlibraries.org/graphics-flyers-and-illustrations-for-the-seal-project/


Q&A


